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MEMO
To: 

Local Right to Life Chapter Leaders

From: 
Derrick Jones, Communications Director



National Right to Life



Re: 

Sample convention press release

Attached, please find a sample press release that you may use when you return home following the 44th National Right to Life Convention to announce your presence at the convention and generate coverage of your chapter and the life issues.  

The press release cites both a May 2013 Gallup poll and a Spring 2013 Polling Company poll.  Attached to this memo is a background page containing the relevant questions and data related to citations in the press release.  The background information is not released with your press release, though you may provide it to a reporter if they ask.

If you wish to receive a copy of this release in Word format via email, please email Tatiana Bergum at tbergum@nrlc.org or (202) 626-8833. You can also download the word file at http://www.nrlc.org/communications/2014chapterrelease.doc.

I would also encourage you to take pictures of your attendees at the convention. You can provide pictures to your paper along with the press release.  

For immediate release:



For more information:
[DATE]





[Chapter contact name, phone and 







email]

Stand For Life!: [ORGANIZATION’S NAME] 
MEMBERS ATTEND 44th ANNUAL NATIONAL RIGHT TO LIFE CONVENTION
[NAME OF CITY] – Members of [ORGANIZATION’S NAME] traveled to the Louisville, Kentucky last week for “Stand for Life!”, National Right to Life’s 44th annual convention, for sessions conducted by some of the pro-life movement's top experts and networking with pro-lifers from across the country and around the world.  Guest speakers at this year's convention included Senate Minority Leader Senator Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), Dr. Alveda King, director of African-American Outreach for Priests for Life and Gospel of Life Ministries, Kathryn Jean Lopez, Editor-at-large of National Review Online, Angela Lanfranchi, M.D, clinical assistant professor of surgery at Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, Dr. Jean S. Garton, founder of Lutherans for Life , and Joy Pinto, EWTN radio and television host, and executive director of Her Choice Birmingham Women’s Center. 
“At a time when more and more Americans are self-identifying as pro-life, our nation still witnesses over 1 million unborn children aborted each year. So what do we do about it?” said [NAME], [TITLE] of [ORG ]. “The pro-life laws that we work so hard to pass have worked. People have been educated, and the curtain covering the darkness of the abortion industry is lifted a bit more with every protective law put in place.”
In a six-point question determining the respondents views on abortion, The Polling Company, June 12-15, 2014, found that only 8% supported legal abortion for any reason at any time during a woman’s pregnancy, which is the policy advocated by the abortion lobby. And only another 10% would allow abortion through the first six months of pregnancy. Thus, at most, only 18% of Americans actually support the effect of Roe v. Wade. Another 24% would allow abortion but restrict it to the first trimester. A majority–51%–indicated that they would either restrict abortion in all circumstances, or allow it only when the mother’s life was in danger, or in cases of rape, incest–reasons which account for very few abortions
This polling tracks with polling conducted by Gallup in May 2014. The Gallup poll asked respondents: “Do you think abortion should be 1) illegal in all circumstances; 2) legal in only a few circumstances; 3) legal under most circumstances; or 4) legal under any circumstances. This question also reveals American attitudes toward Roe and Doe’s regime of abortion revealing that only 28% agree with that position (legal under any circumstances), while 58% feel abortion should not be legal at all or legal in only a few circumstances.

 “Abortion remains widely available. But after years of being told that abortion was ‘the best choice’ or ‘their only choice,’ women are learning that there are alternatives to abortion that affirm their lives and the lives of their children,” says  [LAST NAME OF ORIGINAL QUOTE] “The bottom line is simple: the right-to-life movement is succeeding because even after 41 years and more than 56 million abortions, the conscience of our nation knows that killing unborn children is wrong.”
[ORGANIZATION boilerplate]

If you do not have a boilerplate, here is one example to use: 

Founded in 19XX, Anycounty Right to Life, the local chapter of Anystate Right to Life, an affiliate of National Right to Life, works to educate the community about the dangers of abortion, infanticide, assisted suicide and euthanasia. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Gallup Poll.  May 8-11, 2014. N=1,028 adults nationwide. MoE ± 4%

“Do you think abortions should be:”


Legal in all/few circumstances:


58%


Legal in most/any circumstance:

39%


The Polling Company, inc./Women Trend
Field Dates: February 28- March 3, 2013
MoE ±  3.1%  N=1,0003
“Which of the following statements best describes your own position on the issue of abortion??

51%
TOTAL PRO-LIFE (NET)

9%
ABORTION SHOULD BE PROHIBITED IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

13% 
ABORTION SHOULD BE LEGAL ONLY TO SAVE THE LIFE OF THE MOTHER

29%
ABORTION SHOULD ONLY BE LEGAL IN CASES OF RAPE, INCEST OR TO SAVE THE LIFE OF THE MOTHER


42%
TOTAL PRO-CHOICE (NET)

24% 
ABORTION SHOULD BE LEGAL FOR ANY REASON, BUT NOT AFTER THE FIRST THREE MONTHS OF PREGNANCY

10%
ABORTION SHOULD BE LEGAL FOR ANY REASON, BUT NOT AFTER THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF PREGNANCY

8%
ABORTION SHOULD BE ALLOWED AT ANY TIME DURING A WOMAN’S PREGNANCY AND FOR ANY REASON
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