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Chairman Canady, members of the Subcommittec. My name is Norig Ellison, M.D., I am the President of
the American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA), a national professional society consisting of over 34,000
anesthesiologists and other scientists engaged or specially interested in the medical practice of
anesthesiology. | am also Professor and Vice-Chair of the Department of Anesthesiology at the Univcersity

of Pennsylvania School of Medicine in Philadelphia and a staff anesthesiologist at the Hospital of the
University of Pennsylvania.

1 appear here today for one purposc, and one purpose only: 10 take issue with the testmony of James T.
McMahon, M.D., before this Subcommittee last June. According (0 his written testmony, of which | have
a copy, Dr. McMahon stated that anesthesia given to the mother as part of dilation and extraction abortion
procedure eliminates any pain to the fetus and that a medical coma is induced in the fetus, causing a
“neurological fetal demise”, or --in lay terms -- “brain death”.

I believe this statement to be entirely Inaccurate. 1 am deeply concerned, moreover, that the widespread
publicity given to Dr. McMahon's testimony may cause pregnant women to delay necessary, even life-
saving, medical procedures, totally unrelated to the birthing process, due to misinformation regarding the
effect of anesthetics on the fetus. Annually over 50,000 pregnant women are anesthetized for such
necessary procedures.

Although it is certainly true that some general analgesic medications given to the mother will reach the fetus
and perhaps provide some pain relief, it Is equally true that pregnant women are routinely heavily sedated
during the second or third trimester for the performance of a variety of necessary surgical procedurcs with
absolutely no adverse effect on the fetus, let alone death or “brain death”. In my medical judgment, it
would be necessary -- in order to achieve “neurological demise” of the fetus in a “partial birth” abortion --
10 anesthetize the mother to such a degree as to place her own health in serious jeopardy.

As you are aware, Mr. Chalrman, I gave the same testimony (0 & Senate committee four months ago. That
testimony received wide circulation in anesthesiology circles and to a lesser extent in the lay press. You
may be interested In the fact that since my appearance, not One single anesthesiologist or other physician
has contacted me to dispute my stated conclusions. Indecd, two eminent obstetric anesthesiologists appear
with me today, testifying on their own behalf and not as ASA representatives. 1 am pleased to note that
their testimony reaches the same conclusions that | have expressed.

Thank you for your attention. Iam happy to respond to your questions.
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