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Continued from pa~e 3
A letter to the Star-Tribune said the

procedure shown ..is only performed
after fetal death when an autopsy is
necessary or to save the life of the
mother... And the Morrisville. Vt..
Transcript. which said in an editorial
that it allowed the brochure to be in-
serted in its paper only because it
feared legal action if it refused, quoted
the abortion federation as providing
similar information. .'The fetus is dead
24 hours before the pictured procedure
is undertaken:' the editorial stated.

But Dr. Haskell and another doctor
~no rouu~ly.use UlC p~e~~_.IOr

Brochure cites N.Y. case
The four-page anti-abortion bro-

chures also include a graphic depiction
of the D&X procedure. But the cover
features a photograph of 16-month-old
Ana Rosa Rodriquez. whose right arm
was severed during an abortion attempt
when her mother was 7 months preg-
nant.

The child was born two days later.
at 32 to 34 weeks' gestation. Abu
Hayat, MD. of New York. was con-
victed of assault and performing an il-
legal abonion. He was sentenced to up
to 29 years in prison for this and an-
other related offense.

New York law bans abortions after
24 weeks. except to save the mother's
life. The brochure states that Dr. Hayat
never would have been prosecuted if
the federal '.Freedom of Choice Act"
were in effect. because the act would
invalidate the New York statute.

TM p.!Q~sed law would allow abor-
~ion for ~y ~e~on !!nt,il .v!~Q!!~~y~

emotIonal health. .

The abortion federation's Radford
called the Hayat case "an aberration"
and stressed that the vast majority of
abortions occur within the first trimes-
ter. She also said that later abortions
usually are done for reasons of fetal
abnormality or maternal health.

But Douglas Johnson of the National
Right to Life Committee called that
suggestion "blatantly false."

"The abortion practitioners them-
selves will admit the majority of the.ir
late-term abortions .are elective," he
said. "People like Dr. Haskell are just
trying to teach others how to do it
more efficiently."

Numbers game
Accurate figures on second- and

third-trimester abortions are elusive be-
cause a number of states don't require
doctors to report abortion statistics. For
~ple, one-third of all abortions --are
said to occur in California, but the state
has no rep2!.!l~g~quirements. The
Guttmacher Institute estimates there
were nearly 168.000 second- and third-
trimester abortions in 1988, the last
year for which figu~s are available.

About 60.000 of those occurred in
the 16- to 20-week period with 10,660

See ABORTION, next page

accurate "from a tecnmcaJ QQint 01
view:' But he took issue with the im-
pIiCition that the fetuses were ~ aware

and resisting."
Radford also acknowledged that the

information her gr.Q!!p~qu~
p!9..Y.i.9lng was inaccurate. She has
since sent a letter to federation mem-
bers. outlining guidelines for discuss-
ing the matter. Among the points:

.Don't apologize; this is a legal pro-
cedure.

.No abortion method is acceptAble
to abortion opponents.

.The language and graphics in the
ads are disturbing to some readers.
"Much of the negative reaction, howev-
er. is the same reaction that might be
invoked if one were to listen to a sur-
geon describing step-by-step almost any
other surgical procedure involving blood.
human tissue. etc."

Late-abortlon specIalIst.
Only Dr. Haskell. James T. McMa-

hon. MD. of Los Angeles. and a hand-
ful of other doctors perform the D&X
procedure. which Dr. McMahon refe~
to as "intact D&E." The more com-
mon late-tenn abortion methods are the
classic D&E and induction. which usu~
ally involves injecting digoxin or an-
other ~ubstance into the fetal heart to
kill it. then dilating the cervix and in-
ducing labor.

Dr. Haskell. who owns abortion clin-
ics in Cincinnati and Dayton. said he
started perfonning D&Es for late abor-
tions out of necessity. Local hospitals
did not allow inductions past 18 weeks,
and he had no place to keep patients
overnight while doing the procedure.

But the classic D&E. in which the
fetus is broken apart inside the womb.
carries the risk of perforation. tearing
and hemorrhaging, he said. So he
turned to the D&X. which he says is
far less risky to the mother.

Dr. McMahon acknowledged that the
procedure he, Dr. Haskell and a hand-
ful of other doctors use makes some
people queasy. But he defends it.
"Once you decide the uterus must be
emptied, you then have to have 100%
allegiance to maternal risk. There's no
justification to doing a more dangerous
procedure because somehow this
doesn't offend your sensibilities as
much."



Continued from preceding page
at week 21 and beyond, the institute
says. Estimates were based on actual
gestational age. as opposed to last
menstrual period.

There is oarticular debate over the~

desperate maneuver."
Dr. Haskell, however, says whatever

qualms he has about third-trimester
abortions are "only for technical rea-
sons, not for emotional reasons of fetal
development."

"I think it's important to distinguish
the two:' he says, adding that his cut-
off point is within the viability thresh-
old noted in Roe v. Wade, the Supreme
Court decision that legalized abortion.
The decision said that point usually oc-
curred at 28 weeks "but may occur
earlier, even at 24 weeks."

Viability is generally accepted to be
"somewhere between 25 and 26
weeks:' said Dr. Haskell. "It just de-
pends on who you talk to.

"We don't have a viability law in
Ohio. In New York they have a 24-
week limitation. That's how Dr. Hayat
got in trouble. If somebody tells me I
have to use 22 weeks, that's fine. ...
I'm not a trailblazer or activist trying
to constantly press the limits."

Campaign's impact debated
Whether the ad and brochures will

have the full impact abortion oppo-
nents intend is yet to be seen.

Congress has yet to schedule a final
showdown on the bill. Although it has
already passed through the necessary
committees, supporters are reluctant to
move it for a full House and Senate
vote until they are sure they can win.

In fact, House Speaker Tom Foley-
(D, Wash.) has said he wants to bring
me bill for a vote under a "closed
~ Rrocedure, which would prohibit
cons lderatlooof3.mendments .

~~nents are lobbyJ!'!~ly
!galnst Foley's plan. Amon~ the
amendments they wish to offer is one
that would allow, but not require, states
to restrict abortion -except to save
the mother's life -after 24 weeks-::---

MIxed feelIngs
Dr. McMahon admits having mixed

feelings about the procedure in which
he has chosen to specialize.

"I have two positions that may be
internally inconsistent, and that's prob-
ably why I fight with this all the time,"
he said.

.'1 do have moral compunctions. And
if I see a case that's later, like after 20
weeks where it frankly is a child to
me. I really agonize over it because
the potential is so imminently there. I
think, 'Gee, it's too bad that this child
couldn't be adopted.'

'.On the other hand. I have another
position, which I think is superior in
the hierarchy of questions, and that is:
.Who owns the child?' It's got to be
the mother."

Dr. McMahon says he doesn't want
to "hold patients hostage to my tech-
nical skill. I can say, 'No, I won't do
that; and then they're stuck with either
some criminal solution or some other
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BartIBra ec:m,. Editor

July 11, 1995

The "on. Charles T. Canady

Chairman, Subcommittee on the Con.titution
Co~ittce on the Judici.ry
U.S. House of Repreaent.tivcl
2138 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
~a.hington. D.C. 20515-6216

Dear Representative Canady:

We have received your July 7 letter ou~linin& all8&ation8 of inaccuracieB
in a July 5. 1993. story in ~erican "edical News. ..Shock-~ac~ic ads target
late-term abortion procedure.'1

You noted that in public testimony before your committee, AMNews is
alleged to have quoted physieians ou~ of eontezt. You also noted that one
such physician submitted testimony contendins that AKN~~~ mi.represented his

statements. We appreciate your offer of the opportunity to re.pond to [hese
accusations. which now are part of the p.r..nen~ 8ubco..i~t.. record.

AHNewa stands behind the accurAey of the report eited in the testimony.

The report was ~omplete, fair, and balanced. The comments and poaitions

expresled by those interviewed and quoted were reported accurately and in-
context. The repor[ w~. ba.ed on excenlive rele~rch and int.rviaus uith
exper[. on both sides of che aborcion debate. includin8 interview. with two
physicians who perform [he procedure in question.

We have full documenta~ion of the8e in~erviews. includin8 tape recordin&s
and tran8crip~8. Enclosed is a ~ran.cript of the contested quotes that relate
to the allegations 0£ inaccuracies made againat AHVews.

Let me also note that in the two year. .ince publication of our .Cory,
neither the org.niz.tion nor the physician who complained about the report in
te.timony to your committee k.a contacted tke reporter or any editor .t AKNeu.
to complain about it. AKNew8 has a lonastandin& reputation for_balanc..

fairne88 and accuracy in reportinl, includinl reportinl on abortion, an i8sue
that i8 a8 diviaiu. uithin m.dicin. ..it i. within .oei.ty in general. We
believe that the story in question comports entirely with that reputation.

Thank you £or your letter and the opportunity to clarify thi. matter.

Editor

At.t.achment



Relevanc portiona 0£ recorded intervi.. with Martin Ua.kell, MD:

~: Letl8 talk first about whecher or not the fecus i. dead befo~ehand...

U..kell= No it's not. No, it's really not. A percentage are for various ~

numbers of reasons. Some ju8~ becau8e of the 8treS8 --intrauterine stress

durini, you know, the LwO days thaL Lhe cervix is beini dilated. Sometimes the
membranes rupture and it takes a very amall 8uperficial infection LO ~ill a

fetus in utero when the membranel are broken. And 80 in my ca8e. 1 would think
probably about a third of tho.e are definitely a~e <.ic) dead before I
actually .tart to remo~e the fetus. And probably the other two-third6 are not. ~

AMY: I. ~hc skull pro~cdurc also done to ma~e .urc chac ~he £etu8 is dead so

~.re not going to have the problem of a live birth?

a..kell: It'. immaterial. If you can't Bet it out, you can't g.t it ouc.

!!I: I meant you couldn't dilate further1 Or is that riskier?

U..kell: Well, you ~ould dilate further over a period of day..

~: Would that ju.t makc it... would it &O fro. a 3-day procedure to a 4- or

.S-?

Ra8kell: Exactly. The point here is to effec~ a safe legal abortion. I mean.
you eould aay ~he same thing about the D&E procedure. Yow know. why do you do
che D&g procedure1 Why do you cruah the fetua ~p inaidc tbe vomb1 To kill it

before you take it out?
Well. that happ&n8, yes. Buc Chatl8 noc yhy you do it. You do it to get it

out. I co~ld do the .ame thins wi~h a D&! proc.d~r.- I could put dilapan in

for four or £iv. day8 and say I.. doinl a D'E procedure and the fetus could

just fallout. BUL Lhat.s not re.lly the point. The point here is you're
attempting to do an abortion. And that'. the goal of your work, is to complete
an abortion. Not (0 see how do I manipulate the situation so that I get 8 live

birth instead.

~, WE'appin& up the ;.ldrvi.~: I wanted to ..ke .ure I have both you and
(Dr.> McMahon 8ayinl 'No1 then. That thi. i. !i!in£or~tion, the.c letter. to
the editor saying it'. only done ~en the baby's already dead, in case of

fetal demile and you have to do an autoply. But lome of them are laying
they're getting that information from MAr. Have you calked to Barbara Rad(ord

or anyone over there? I ealled Barbara and she called back, but I haven't

&otten back to her.

H..kell: Well, I h.d heard char they were &ivinl chat informa~ion. gomebody
ov@r th@r~ might be givinl information like ~hat ou~. The people that 5raff

the NAF office are not medical people. And many of rhem when I lave my paper,
many of them came in, I learned later, to vat~h my paper be~au.e many of them

have ne~er seen an abo~tion performed of any kind.

~: Did you also show a video when you did that?



/

H..kell: Yeah. I taped. procedure a couple of year. ago, .very brief video.

tbat limply .bowed the technique. The old .tory about a pictyre'. worth a
thou8and word..

~: As National Rilht to Life will tell you.

H..kell: Afterward. they were jult amazed. They jult had no id... And here
they're rabid .upport8r8 of abortion. They work in the otfic. there.
And...some of them have never .een one performed...

CO88eDt. OD elec£ive v.. ooD-elective abortioo.:

Halkell: And I'll be quite frank: ~Olt of my abortion. arc elective in that
20-24 week range... In my particular c..., probably 20% arc for genetic
realonl. And the other 80% are purely elc~tive...

I


