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,.* "'i3;lT,'riir'fl 13ijs uaii€d. qtatss Ft ptu,-,," court haaded#sllffi#ffi:ffipffiF::
r[ortjon withiu rhe tsrms of the F.&;;;;f-G;dffii f ,n" Coo-scitution. The nature of this righi, "rii;;a-;;;il;;iil.ruoi"oBlachnun's opinion. 'igas sucii1p.i;uiii,iiff ';t;fi [Jtr?,H#*"Tr?o'""il?,TJ"Tingorthe

rrroL to fho -{rae decisioD. tl Stetes of the Union had onacted sht_ut€.s tlEt tatr.lly proto"t"a 
"irU".r, 

t u;-, tUi i.".r-ifrliir-il1:;t - dlifr;#ffiffi ffisHL *rrt p*"-ined. abortion un#f;ffif,clrcumstances, obortion was legal onlj,, as a gonera,I rd;, wt 
"." 

o*_sery to protect tis lifo of th.e mothcr, in cads of rapo o," incest" or incase where tlrena was a likalihood tU.i a.-"lla *iula t 'boin 
witn *

:!bst1lti"l mentr,l or. physicot. doformiiy. r" iiiiihi"Tirro aia
1,"ryn*.g.oppmxrma,tltrg ebortion_on_demaud exii and io eo.,h ofy** ,$qry ehero w6re t€mpoEl tlmit€ to euch a right The mosr,uo6ra.l or chosa DrovtsioDs wts.probabiy thot sxistin; in ths Statoo! N9w Y.9r!, in yhich abortions without restricti6ns w"re per-mitt€d uhtil ths sixth month of presna.ncv-

1l r resuJt of Eoa, however, a i.ew"rogide wa^s br.oatad in Chis cou_Dtn
9-n 

rr.lg aJrgrqon $sue-_e r€gime morr permiasivo with resmct to aboi_notr tian ira.d extst€d tn arv one of the tfty ststes prior to^Jrnuary 22,1974.-A€ 8_rEsulr ol rhe Ia; docision, a rig6t to oUoirir; ;; ;i,u&ivelJ;

$.t:ffi fi ,l.;"t'sffi i?J:r#*lifffi ::l,li*i'mitax jx:
diyid,!.1 lits€tvls
. Dapitg. misinceptio-ns on tlis issue, tloro is rola,tivoly Iitdo in_lolTnsd. drsagToernett -tl!,at lloe has esEiblished a na.tiona.[ policv on
:rgT3lyIl-rlt l6gE l rsstrictions of a.ny signitrca.nr !ind. D'urini ttrorrn[ Drunesror of pr.sgn&ncy, t4e plsnsry right to abortion is fiado
erpr€€6 by th6 terms of Bae. As the Court stu,tdii,

tr'or tho stsge prior to spproximstaly the end of t}le.6rst tri-
m€Brer ot pregr&Dcy, tJxe abortion decision and its sfieatuation
must &o Isft,to tlte medicol judgment of the prognalb reomar,a
a,DEetrcrng plrystcta,D-z

Duriag tJro seoond. trirnostar, a public interest iD. s,bortion arises_an
tnter€at ur pr,Socting a.nd_ preserriag the her*lth of ihs mother. ?hisurtgr€+ rypy bo expressod -through govornmentol r€quiromarts ohat
such aDortroDs bo^porfomed within hospitals, clinics, or other licensed
taculttes. .A,s ths Supromo Oourt ag&in sfstod,

^ .Eor ths sCage subsequert to approrimotolv the end of the
.urst tf,rEeSar, tlro St4to in promoting its intsr€ot in tlr6 heslth-ffi"t"t'1'
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WASHINGTON. D.C. 20~10

AuguSt 2, 1982

Ms. Juanita Sonnier
Rt. 5, Box 709
Briaux Bridge, Louisiana 70517

Dear MS. Sonnier:

Many thanks for taking the time to inform
me of your concern over the controversial
issue of abortion, specifically Senate Joint
Resolution 110, the Hatch Amendment.

As I am sure you are aware, on Thursday,
March 11, 1982 the Senate Judiciary Committee
voted in favor of this measure. I voted for
this resolution, which passed by a vote of
10-7.

Once again, thank you for corytacting me.
,

I appreclate knowlng or your oplnlon.

JRB/tkw

Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
United States Senator


