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;,;, Bullet That Hit Blackman Home
. Seen by Policeas a Random Shot
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meut last Thursday night was probably
a random shot, “possibly from George-
town,”’ a few hundred yards across the
Potomac River, which divides Virginia
and the District of Columbia.

No one was injured in the incident,
which was not disclosed to the public

- unti] Monday.

~

G

The shooting has been widely linked
in the news media to ts that Jus-
tice Blackmun has received in the past
from anti-abortion because

extremists
- he wrote the Supreme Court’s majority

opinion on abortions in 1973, when it

- ruled that women have a constitutiunal
« right to obtain abortions.

Identical Death Threats Cited
The F.B.L said Tuesday that it was

« looking into identical death threats
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mailed to Justice Blackmun, apother

.- Supreme Court Justice and to Senator
--Alfonse M. D’Amato. Republican of
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that struck Justice Blackmun’s apart-
ment may have been fired accidental
ly. The bullet, fired from
$-millimeter weapon, broke 2 windov
of the Blackmuns’ third-floor apart
ment about 11 P.M. Thursday an¢
lodged in a chair. .

The - ballistic inmﬁgation. com
pleted within hours after the incident_
was said to have tmcedsuchasteeplyl
dac&ndmg trajectory from the Black
muns’ windaw to the chair that the sho’
would have had to have traveled a dis
tance too great to have been aimed.

Lane Bonner, an F.B.1. spokesman
smdthetmr-day delay in disclosing th
incident was the result of a request br
the bureau that the shooting remain un
reported by local law-eaforcement au
thorities in Virginia, and was routine i
cases national leaders whlh
still under investigation.
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