THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINOTON

Februaxy 22, 1994

The Honorakle Robext P, Casey
Goevarnor of Pennsylvania
Harrigburg, Penasylvania 17120

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your [latter regarding thes recent revisions ta the
Hydea Amendment. I undaretand your concerns about the potential
impact of the rtvil}onl cn the atatas.

The Department of Hpalth and Human Services' move to implement
this policy nationwide was not discretionary. The text and
legialative history of the ravised Hyde Amendment leave little
room for doubt that Congress intended the mandatory language of
the Madicaid statuts dealing with medically nacessa procedures
to apply to the full ranga of cases cited the ravised amand-
ment . 4 as you knew, tha Supremacy Clauss of the Constitution
provides that whan state laws or constitutions conflict with a
fedaral statute, the faderal statuts must prevail,

T want te know that my Administzation fully undarstands the
figcal Burdens that states are facing. Howaver, the G s to
the Hyde Amandment will have almost no impact on state ets,

HOFA estimates that goverage will be axpanded nationally to abous
1,000 woman who h-v* been victimised by the tragedy of rape or

incast, i
the Dapartmant of ialth and Human Services has made cgonsiderable
serides in working with states and has sllowed atate flexibility

where tha law has pqrmit:-d. 1 am confident that the department
will eontinue to wbﬂi to assist states in complying with the Ryde

Amendmant.

Bincerely,



