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The Hono:rable c. w. YO\U1g
CbaiIman
Committee on Appropriations
2407 Raybum House Office Building
United States House of Representatives
Wasbington~ DC 20515

Dear Chairman Young:

As President of the Biotechnology Indus1ry Organization (BIO)~ I am
writing to express BIO~s views with regard to specific priorities on funding
for federal agencies as well as several legislative issues you will confront as
you move to conference on the Fiscal Year 2004 appropriations bins.

Adequate funding ofkey government agencies such as the Food and
Drug AdmiDis1ration {FDA)~ the National Institutes ofHeaIth (Nm), the
Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Patent and Trddemark Office
(PTO). and ~ Department of Energy (DOE) is crucial to creating the"
necessary pipeline for continued advancement in cutting-edge
biotechnologics. There are CUIrently more than 130 biotechnology drugs
and vaccines approved by the FDA, but with more than 371 innovative
products in the pipeline) these agencies must be fully funded to help advance
the next scimltific breakthrough to the market. A product that proves its
value in rigorous clinical trials but is held up in the regulatory process
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2. Human Patent In& Provision

On July 23, the House passed the Commcrce-Justice-State

appropriations bill (H.R. 2799) that includes an amendment on hwnan
patenting offered by Representative Weldon. The amendment states~

"None ofthefunds appropriated or otherwIse made avatlable by this
act may be used to issue patents on c/aims directed to or
encompassing a human organism. "

BIO objects to the incl~on of.tbe provision in the bill because the
language does not define ~~uman ~ganism, " and it could prevent patenting

of many biotechnology inventicms and impede the development of new and
potentitil11y life saving products. .We believe the amendment is unnecessary
because current PTO policy states) " A claim directed to or including within

its scope a. human being will not be considered to be patentable subject
matter .'~ BIO has long supported this view. Moreover. this amendmelit
would precludc the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office {PTO) from granting
patents on an organism of human species at any stage of development
produced by any method, a living organism made by human cloning, and a
process ofhuman clODiDg. We urge you to remove the Weldon human
patenting language from the Conunerce/lusticdState appropriations bill.

We look forward to working with you throughOut the appropriations
process. Once ag~ thank you for taking the time to consider our concerns
and please don't hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. .

Sincerely,

&t~~
Carl B. Feldbaum
President
Biotecbnology IndustTy Organi=tion
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