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34 Beker Hill Foad —
Great Neck, New York 11023

Dear Mr. Dennelly:

I eppreciate your letter containing your views on abortion.
There are many moral and legal espects arising from this complex issue
which is gaining the acceptance of large numbers of women faced with

unwvanted pregnancies, while disturbing the consciences of a greau =y
other Americans.

Opponents maintain that ebortion is wrong from every theologi-
cal, moral and medical sspect. Proponents are firmly convinced that
the woman, alone, has the right %o decide. :

While the deep concern of a WoOmaEn bearing =n unwanted child
perits consideration and syc—pathy, it is my personal feeling that the
legelization of abortion on demand is not in accordance with the value
which our civilization places on human life. . Wanted or unwanted, I
pelieve that humen life, even at its earliest stages, bes certain rignt

which must be recognized - the right to be born, the right to love, the
right to grow old.

On the question of the individual's freedom of choice there =
easily available birth control methods and information which women may
employ to prevent or postpone pregnancy. But once life has begun, noO
matter at what stage of growth, it is.my belief that termination should
not be Gecided merely by desire.

I share the confidence of those who feel that pmerica 1s will
ing to care for itis unwanted as well as wanted children, protecting
particularly those who cannaot protect themselves. I also share the
opinions of those who do not accept abortion as a response to our
society's problems - en inadequate welfare system, unsatisfactory Jjob
training programs, and {nsufficient financial support for all its citi-
Zens. ‘

when history looks back to this era it should recognize thie
generation as one which cered sbout human beings enough to halt tke
practice of war, to provide & decent living for every family, and to

fulfill its responsibility to its children from the very moment of con-— &
ception. '

Llod # 1o,

Edward M. Kennedy



