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A Nightmare of a Bill |

Hadi’t we all agreed—we sup-

- portess of stem cell research—that it
-¥ias morally okay to destroy a tiny
" Human embryo for its possibly cura-
tive stem cells because these embry-
ds from fertility clinics were going to
be discarded anyway? Hado't we al-
agreed that human embryos

' sheulﬂ not be created solely for the

purpose of being dismembered and:
then destmyed for the benefit ofoth- .

ers?

3 Indeed,whenSen Bill Frist made

that brilliant. presentation on -tlie
flor, of the Senate supporting stem
el estarch; he meluded among his
c%mitﬁons a total-ban on éreating
liamanembrvos just to be stem cell
farms.Why‘ then, aré se-many stem

céllsupportersmCongmsslnnngup .

Hehind a supposedly . “anti-cloning
BilP” that would; in fact, legalize the

exeafion of cloned human embryos

.s%liigl for purposes of researchi-and
desgruction? - :
“Sound surreal? It is. -

- Therearetwobillsin Coxigress e
gariling. cloning. The Weldon, bill

bans the creation of: cloped-buman
bryos. for sany ‘purpose, whether

i growing themiinito dloned human
&ﬂrken or for using them for re-

search ‘or for their parts and then de-
them. -
*The competing * * Greenwood

“Cloritag; Brobibition Act of 20017

prohibits only, the creation of a
cloned child. It protects and indeed

.codifies the creation of cloned hu-

man embryos for industrial and re-
search purposes.
. Under Greenwood, points out the

distinguished bioethicist Leon Kass, -

“embryo prodiction is explicitly li-
censed and treated like drug manu-

facture.” - It becomes an industry, ..

complete with industrial secrecy
-protections. Greenwood, he “says-

correctly, should really be called the: *

“Human. Embryo Cloning Registra-
~-tion and Industry. Facilitation and
_ Protection Act of 2001.”

o,

- Greenwood is a nightmare and an

_abomination. First of all; once thein-*
dustry of cloning human embryos *
'has begun and thousands:are being.

created, grown, bought and: Sold,

-being ii in a woman and de-
velopedinto a dopedehild? ~ .

Even more perversely, when that
inevitably occurs, what is the federal
gevernment going to do: Force that

" woman to abort the clone? .

Greeuwmd sanctions, hcenses
and protects the launching of the

most ghoulish and dangercus en-
- terprise in modern scientific history:

- who is gomgtoprevent them from

* Human cloni

ponents? They warned about the
slippery slope. They said: ‘Once you
start using discarded embryos, thé
next step is creating embryos for
their parts. Frist aid T and others

" hdve argued: No, we can draw the.

line.
Why should anyone believe us?

- Even before the president has decid-
. ed on federal-support for stem cell

research, we find stem cell support-
ers and their-biotech industry allies

'lryllIg_t()passablllthatwoy_ldcross
fhat - line—not “in some slippety-
-slope future, but rightnow.

- - Apologists. fot* Greenwood . will

say:-Science mllmarch On anyway.
- will be: performed.

Might as well give in dnd*just reg-
ulate it, bemuseafullbanwﬂlfailm

Wrong Very wrong, Why? Slm—
ple: Yor're abrilliant young scientist
graduating from medical school. You
have a glowing: future in biotech-

_ nology, where peer recognition, pub-

the creation of nascent cloned hu-

man life for the sale purpose of its ex-
ploitation and destruction. :

What does gpe wyto stem cellop—

lications, honors, financial rewards,

_maybe evena Nobel Prize await you.

Where are you going to spend your
life? Working on an outlawed proce-

" dure? If cloning is outlawed, will you

devote yourself to research that can-
not see the light of day, that will
leave you ostracized and working-in
shiadow; that willrender yoit liable to
arrest; prosecution and disgrace?

True, some will make that cheice..
Every generation has its Kevorkian.
But they will be very small in pum-
ber. And like Kevorkian, tliey will
notbeverybright. .

The movies have it wrong. The

‘mad scientist is no genius. Dr. Frank- -

ensteins mvanably produce " lousy
science, What is Kevorkian’s great
contribution to science? A shicide
machine that vour' average Hitler-
Youth could have turned out as a
summer camp project.

Of course you cannot stop ckmmg
completely. But make it illegal and
you will have robbed it of its most
important resource: great young
minds. If we act nowby passing Wel-
don, we cari retard this moristrosity
by decades. Enough time to regain
our moral equilibrium—and the rec-

“ognition- that the human embiyo,

cloned or not, is not to be treated for
the sole purpose of being pokéd and
prodded, stnpmmed for parts and

_then destroyed.

If Weldon is stopped, the § game is
up. If Congress cannot pass the Wel-
don ban on ¢loning, then stem cell
research itself must not be support-
ed either—because then all the
vaunted promises about not permit-
ting the creation of human embryos
solely for their exploitation and de-
struction will have ' been shown in
advance tobe a fiand. ’
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