
May 22, 2003

Represcl1tativc Ray AJlcn

Texas] louse ofRcprcscntatives

AUstin, Texns "18768 URGENT- by fax: 512-463-1 t 30

Dear Rei)rest:nta1ive Allcn:

J anl lh~ mQlher of uci Pe:ter~on Md the grandmothcr of COlll'lCr Peterson. I expect that you

have seen the press coveragc r'cgi:\rdi.ng t1,\eir bruta] 111urders, and tha1 you al'e aware that two

homicidc charge5 have been tiled by sta1c ,~utho~'ities-

Hbwe:vcr, as yDU khow, ifth~ S::m:lC crime bad occurred in Texas, only a sjngle homjcidc ch3J'gc
would have beet1 permitted. And in ca~es in w}1ich a Texas mother 5urvjv,~s an assault, but loses
her baby, Texas taw CU1Tent\y does t.101 recognize at\'j loss of human life.

This injustice wouJd be cured by enactment of )"our Pre;-nat:at Protection A.~t (SB 319), which

wouJd recognil,e the unborn child as a second victinl wl'len he or she is inj\lTed or killed during a

criminal "ttack 011 thc niother, 1 urge every represen1ativc to support this i"li1." in 1hc interests of

trUe justice" I understnnd that tl1e Texas Senate passed this bill bya voice \'CIte today, but th:)( lhe

bill \vill dic in a House comn)ittee unless it is 8(:hedulcd by SW}day: May 2.5, This bill is
necessary .t{1 e.nsure. that in the future, no m<.')ther who lo~es her baby in a crimin81 ntt3ck is later

told by state authorities, "We are sorry, but nobody died in that crime," It is nel...e5sary to prevent

any sl.1J-vivjng grandparent, s\,lch as myself, from being told, "In the eyes (I":-'lhe law, you l<.")st 3

dBughtCT, bu1 not a grandson.'~

1 reccl.1tly returned from Washington. where 1 met v.'ith 1.'1\vmak~rs who (U'~ seeking el1actn1~11t of

a fedei'al bill) the Unborn Vic1ims ofVio)cncc Ac,1: whjch wouJd re.cognize the two-victim

principle in fcdcrallnw, However! the federal bill would apply on]y to uflbom children who are

injured or killed during federal and military crimes, Sjnce most violent cli1')es are covered by

state Jaws) it is most inlportal11 that every State also recognize the two.vjc..im principle, Twenty-

sev~n states alreatiy recognize unborn victin1s ()fviolcnce in their crimin:!lla\l,1s. 1 pray that

Texas will become the twenty-eighth,

OK for Disbibution
Ray Allen


